Adjourniment.

ment took over any part of it before the
rest of it was complete, we might involve
ourselves in the payment of compensa-
tion. The line was to have been com-
pleted by the 19th July, and it may
be that the contractor has involved him-
sclf in penalties, although I understand
he is entitled to an extension of time in
conseruence of séme alterations which
have been ordered. It is anticipated,
however, that the whole line will be com-
pleted by the middle of October, and in
the meantime the contractor, I am in-
formed, is doing, and will do, all he can
for the convenience of the public.

Ter Hon. H. McKeanan: At whose
risk ?

Tae COLONIALSECRETARY (Hon.
8. H. Parker): The Government felt it
their duty to allow the contractor to
carry traffic on the portions of the line
that were fit for use, and had they
refused there would have been a loud
outery, I am sure. The same course was
adopted in regard to the Yilgarn railway.
I trust that this explanation will be satis-
factory to the hon. member.

Tee Hox. F. T. CROWDER: In
regard to the question standing in m
name, I may say that I shall be quite
willing to allow it to stand over. At the
same time, I ask the Hon. the Colonial
Secretary to impress on the Government
the necessity of doing all they can,
because there are several industries at
the present moment which are being
ruined owing to want of trucks. Only
last week a shipment of 300 tons arrived
at Fremantle, and had to be taken hack
to Dlelbourne, because there were no
trucks to unlead it into.

Question put and passed.

The House, at 510 o'clock p.m., ad-
journed until Wednesday, September 5,
at 4:30 o'clock p.m.

{22 Avcust, 1894.] Ewmployers’ Liability Bill.

289

Aegislatibe 3ssembiy,
Wednesday, 22nd Auwguaf, 1894,

Agriculturnl Lund and Homestead Blocks on Gold-
flelds —Safety of North Fremontle Bridge — Em-
ployers' Liability Bill: third reading — Proposed
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Sewerare nnd Water Supply schemes—Water Rights
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furtlier considered in Committee -Adjournment.

T SPEAKER took the Chair at
4-30 p.m.

PrAYERs.

AGRICULTURAL LAND AND HOME-
STEAD BLOCKS ON GOLDFIELDS.

Mr. THROSSELI,, in accordance with
notice, asked the Commissioner of Crown
Lands whetber it was the intention of
Government to open lands suitable for
settlement in the vicinity of Southern
Cross and other goldfields for sale and
for conditional purchase ; and (2) whether
the homestead block system would be
allowed to apply to suitable lands in the
same localities ?

Tre COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. W. E. Marmion) replied,
as follows :—

1. The only way of dealing with agri-
cultural land in goldfields is under the
provisions of Clanses 26 and 27 of ** The
Mineral Lands Act, 1892."

z. It is impossible, under our law, to
do so.

SAFETY OF NORTH FREMANTLE
BRIDGE.

Mr. PEARSE, in accordauce with
notice, asked the Director of Public
Works whether he would obtain & pro-
fessional opinion on the stability and
safety of the North Fremantle bridge?

Tue DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORES (Hon. H. W. Venn) replied
that professional opinion had been ob-
tained, and that the bridge was considered
safe for public traffic.

EMPLOYERS' LIABILITY BILL.

Read a third time, and forwarded to
the Legislative Council.
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ROYAL COMMISSIOW TO INQUIRE INTOQ
SEWERAGE AND WATER SUPPLY
SCHEMES.

Mr. TRAYLEN, in accordance with
notice, moved, *“That it is expedient to
“appuint a Royal Commission to inquire
“into and report upon the most surtable
“ general means of securing the sanitation
“ of Perth and other towns, having especial
“ reference to the removal of liquid as
“awell as solid refuse, and also of sub-seil
“waters; and that it be a special instrue-
“tion to the Commission to report upon
“ the nature of the legislation best undapted
“to secure water supply and scwerage
“gchemes for towns as occaston may re-
“quire ; and further, that the Commission
* be authorised to obtain such professional
“and other evidence as may be necessary
“to enable them to attain the bofore-men-
“ tioned objects.” He said: I thought I
gathered during the discnssion on this
subject a few days ago that most mem.
bers felt they cught to have more inform-
ation before committing themselves to
schemes of sewernge or water supply for
either Perth or other towns in the colony ;
and I hope I have in this motion fallen
in with their wishes, in asking the Gov-
ernment, by means of o Comunission, to
obtain that information, and to advise
upon the nature of the legislation that
will best meet the circumnstances of the
case? To those who thought that such
schemes would necessarily be expensive
I think T may as well admit that most
such schemes are expensive,—usually so
expensive that in the other Australian
colonies their Governments have, at an
early or lute date—early in some instances,
very late in others—come to the rescue,
and provided the necessary funds out of
the general revenues of their respective
colonies ; and I dare say they felt them-
sclves justified in thut course, in those
days, no one dreaming that Awstralia
would meet with any such rebuff as we
have unfortunately experienced in some
portions of this island continent during
the last two or three yewrs. I think I
may safely asstune now that the day has
passed when the general revenues of any
colony will be used for similar purposes.
In South Australia—to refer first to our
nearest neighbours—the system af present
in existence is, that the Government
having agreed some years ago to find the
necessary funds, continue to hold the
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works that have been constructed with
such funds, charging om the rateable
property so advantaged a rate per annum
equal to the current expenses. At the
initiation of these schemes the rates were
somewhat high, but they have been
gradually reduced until I think only
about 8d. in the £ is now necessary to
meet the annval outge wpon the various
schemes.  Very probably, if the South
Australiun Government had now to fuce
the general question of sewerage and
water supgly, they would decline to use
the general funds of the coleny for such
a purpose, and would discover, as the
other colonies have done, some other way
out of the difficulty. Victoria seems to
have left the question to Melbourne’s
sweet and unassisted will; and the result
is that Melbourne is not by any meawns an
enviable place in. connection with the
subject of sanitation. Their water supply
has been very good, I believe, for some
time past; but, in the matter of sanita-
tion, the further we can keep from
following their example the better for our-
selves. They put off the evil day so long
that the present expenditure necessary to
put their city in a healthy condition is one
of untold millions. Five or six millious
has been put down as the probable cost,
but most likely it will require as much
more before the work is completed.
Then, in the next colony, New South
Wales, it was thought desirable to place
these powers in the hands of the munici-
palities; and so, for a time, the muni-
cipality of Sydney managed its own
sewerage scheme.  Buf this was shown to
be se unsatisfactory—in fact it became
5o impossible on account of surrounding
circumstances and other reasons—that
that colony had to chunge its policy in
this matter, and to appoint a separate
anthority which should have jurisdiction
and powers in various municipalties,
where they were so grouped together.
Therefore, in Victoria and New South
Wales, whatever was their practice in
former years, they huve both found it
necessary to create a separate authority
for dealing with the sewerage and water
supply question. I am not prepared to
say precisely what is the state of things
in Queensland, but I have reason to
think they are not very satisfactory, and,
probably, mainly because (so far as T am
aware) no separate authority exists in
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that colony for dealing with these matters,
If this principle of the necessity of a
separate authority were conceded, there
would not be so much reason for the ap-
pointment of a Royal Commission ; but I
gathered that members were not prepared
to go with me in my firm conviction
that a separate authority is a necessity of
the case. Hence my suggestion now fto
ask the Government to make a very full
inquiry into this question. They may
get at reasons other than I could give
now as to why it has been found neces-
sary to change their policy in two such
important colonies ns Victoria and New
South Wales; and I think that when they
have gathered these different reasons they
will think with mpyself that a separate
avthority is necessary here. Then there
is the question of expense. T think some
members urged that the expense would be
so considerable that we could not enter-
tain the idea. Well, sir, the expense will
not grow less by being puf off; and
I do not believe that we can afford to put
it off. I do believe there are portions of
Perth and also of Fremantle that to-day
absolutely need the advantages of a
sewerage scheme. I am thoroughly per-
suaded of that. There is not a shadow
of doubt, in my opinion, as to the abso-
lute necessity of it, and that so great
would be the advantages to heulth that
they would outweigh any extra expense
incurred by the scheme. I do not think
it would be difficult to convince a Com-
mission that it would be cheaper to
commence this work now, before our
streets are more completely covered with
metal than they are, and before our foot-
paths are more completely paved, because
the whole of it will have to be taken up
again whenever these drains are made at
some future time; and I am fully per-
suaded it will not be nearly so expensive
if we commence at once as it will be in
the not far distant future. I do not
know whether members thonght I was
arguing the other day in favour of a
scheme to cover the whole of Perth at
once? That was remote from my idea.
My idea was that the scheme should be
adopted at first only in two or three of
the principal streets, but that, as time
goes on, if the scheme be well planned at
the outset, it will be possible to add other
gtreets as occasion may require. I am
quite satisfied that an inquiry into this
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question, patiently conducted as a Com-
mission would do it, would lead to the
conclusion that some improvement on the
present state of things 1s absolutely and
imperatively necessary. 1 should also
like to say that, in my opinion, they would
arrive at this further conclusion, that no
present, existing law, and no law provided
by the Municipalities Bill now before
Parliament, will meel the exigencies of
the case. It is all very well for us o say
“why don't the present authorities do
this, that, and the other, for keeping the
town healthy and clean?” I am asking
that some anthority may have the power to
give the necessary conveniences for doing
this. If we give them the conveniences
and then peeple do not avail themselves
of them, we may talk abont punishing
them. But to say to the blind man,
“You shall see,” and to say to the lame
man * You shall walk,” is a little beyond
usg, and altogether unreasonable. I am
persvaded it is no use talling about
enforcing the laws as they at present
exist, and expect them to he complete
cures for the evils that exist in Perth
to-day. Of course, I do not mean that
some little enforcement of the law would
not keep our back yards cleaner than they
are; but the chief thing, and that which
is doing the most mischief, cannot be got
at in any reasonable and effectual way by
the present existing law. Nor do T see
how it possibly can be got at, unless we
have a sewecrage scheme. Then we may
talk to the people in a severe manner, if
necessary, if they do not strive to keep
their premises in a healthy state. It will
be seen from the wording of my resolution
that the object is not to provide a special
scheme for Perth alone, bhut to advise as
to such legislation and provision as may
from time to time be applied to any town
in the colony that may require it. I think
I have seen enough already in my political
life to know that if & separate Bill has to
pass the Legislature for every place,
giving them certain advantages of this
kind, most of these places will have to
wait some considerable time, because
those who are not conversant with the
necessities of each town, perhaps twe or
three hundred miles away, will searcely
think the matter of sufficient importance
to necessitate a separate Bill. It may
scarcely seem credible, but I have heen
told it took nearly twenty years to get
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the Parliament of South Australia to
pass the necessary sanitary legislation
to serve Adelaide itself. I think I
may safely infer from that, that it will
take 40 years to convince the Legislature
of the necessity for such legislation in the
case of a place that is 200 miles from
Adelaide. I want to use the experience
of the other colonies in a matter of this
kind, and T ask the Government to be
good enough to appeint a Commission
that will take evidence on this subject,
and be prepared to report upon the
nature of the legislation, and to give us
some iden as to what would be the
probable initial expense of securing a
sewerage scheme for Perth to start with,
I beg now, sir, to move the resolution
standing in my name.

Me. WOOD: I have very much
pleasure in seconding the motion. I am
sure the subjeet it deals with is one of
the utmost importance, and must com-
mend itself to the House, and I believe
it will be carried unanimously. I am
encouraged in that belief by the hint
which I think was thrown out on the
last occasion the subject was brought
forward, by the Attorney General, who
suggested that a commission of inquiry
should be appointed before the House
committed itself to any scheme.

Tae PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) :
8o far ag the Government are concerned
we certainly have no objection to a Com-
mission being appointed, if members think
it necessary to deal with this subject,
For my own part I do not think the
subject is quite ripe for a Comnission,
The first thing we want to do, in my
opinion, is to get a report from some
sompetent person on the subject. All a
Commnission would have to do would be to
consult some person or persons ex.
perienced in’ these matters. Not long
ago the City Council usked the Govern-
ment to enter into communication with
the Governments of some of the other
colonies, asking them if they would
lend us some competent officer to report
on this question of drainage for the
city of Perth. I did communicate with
the Government of Victoria, but they were
not able to spare any of their officers who
had had any special experience on the sub-
ject, but they recommended an engineer
whom they thought would be competent
to advise us. But the Inspector General
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of Works in Melbourne suggested that
we should first have a contour survey of
the city made, because without it no pro-
fessional man would be able to recom-
mend what scheme of seweruge would be
best for us to adopt. I referred the
letter to the City Council, but I do not
Itow where it has got to since. Whether it
was returned to me I eould not say now,
Bbut I bave an idea it was not, and that it
is somewhere in the City Council's oftice
at the presenf moment. Af any rate if it
is not there, it has not come before me
from that time to this. The Government
were most anxious to assist the Counncil
in this matter, and are so still; but it
seems to me that if something were done
in the direction of having a proper
vontour survey of Perth made, we would
be doing more practicul good than by
appointing a Commission at present.
Before we go into anything else it will be
necessary to bave this contour survey
made; and I think I may promise, on
behalf of the Government, that we will
assist the Coungcil in that matter. When
we have got that survey made—and it
will take some time to carry it out
properly—and we have a report from an
experienced engincer as to what is best
to be done, then I can understand that
we would have something to go upon. I
cannot believe that a Royal Commission
would be able to do more wuntil this
survey is made. I do not know whether
the City Council would have the money
to do it; I expect they would have to
come to this House and the Government
to provide the necessary funds. The
Commission would also have to get evi-
dence from profesgional and experienced
persons, and that again wounld cost
money, and I suppose the Government
would have to provide the money ? Pro-
Dably, Loo, the members of the Commrs-
sion would require to make a visit to
some of the other colonies—to Mel-
bourne, Sydney, and Adelaido—to see
what has been done there; otherwise I
cannot see that they would be able to
do very much. I should have thought,
if the hon. member had moved in the
direction of requesting the Government
te undertake a contour survey of the city,
he would have been moving in a very
practical direetion. 'We would assist him
as far as we could—after the survey is
made, it is no use asking it before—in
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oblaming professional opinion as to what
is best to be done for dealing with this
question. I fully admit it is a very im-
portant question, but it is a guestion
that has to be governed by our ways and
mweans. However urgeni it may be, it
will have to be dealt with like any other
project in that respect,—it must be within
our means. While I do net desire in
any way to throw cold water upon the
hon. member’s proposal, or to oppose it,
stil! I think if he moved in the direction
I have indicated he would be moving in
a more practical direction than the one
he now proposes.

Mz. JAMES: I should think we should
bhe moving by no means in a more prac-
tical direction if we adopted the Premier’s
advice. To have a contour survey made
is taking it for granted that there is need
for a system of sewerage. 1 think we
heard from the hon. gentleman the other
day that Perth was in a perfectly healthy
state, and it was upon the strength of
that assurance that the motion of the
hon. member for Greenough was thrown
out. But now the hon. gentleman turns
a complete somersault, and suggests the
necessity for a contour survey, which is
practically an admission that some sewer-
age scheme for Perth is necessary.

Tue PreMier (Hon. Sir J. Forrest): T
never said it was not necessary to make
some improvement upon the present state
of affairs. '

Mr. JAMES: I think the statement
made was that Perth was in a sufficiently
healthy state,

T'ar Prestier (Hon. Sir J. Forrest): I
satd I thought if you enforced the pro-
visions of the presemt Act, it would be
sufficient for the present.

Mr. JAMES: If the provisions of
the Public Health Act are sufficient why
waste money on a contour survey? We
want to have the opportunity of proving
that Perth is not in a bealthy state. If
it is desirable there should be a contour
survey, why should not the work go on
at the same time as this Comnission is
at work ? ‘This contour survey could not
be completed in a few days, nor a few
weeks, I take it, and Parliamnent will then
be out of session, and there will he no
opportunity of having a resolution passed
for the appointment of a Commission.
The poiut we raise is this: we want to
ascertain, first of all, if it be necessary to
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have a sewerage scheme for Perth, and
we wanl to convince those who will bave
to pay for such a scheme, whether it be
the Government or the citizens them-
selves, that it is necessary. I think that
evidence taken by a Royal Commission
would have much more influence with
the citizens of Perth, if they have to pay,
or with the members of this House if the
Government have to pay, than evidence
obtained by a Commission appointed by
the City Council. A contour survey
would hardly touch what is suggested in
this motion. Surely there cun he no
harm in appeinting this Commission,
even if the citizens of Perth have to pay
forit? T ask, as the representative of u
portion of the city, that such a Com-
mission be appointed, to ascertain, hy
perfectly independent testimony, whethor
the rumours as to the insanitary state of
the city are correct or incorrect ¥ Wheother
the Government be asked to pay, or the
City Council, is now beyond the gues-
tion. We simply ask the Government to
appoint this independent Commission to
ascertain whether it is wecessary or not
necessary to adopt some drainage scheme
for Perth.

Tue COMMISSIONER or CROWN
LANDS (Hon. W. E. Marmion): I notice
that the motion refers not only to Perth
but also to other towns. Is it likely
that any Commission will be able to deal
with Perth as well as Fremantle and the
other towns of the colony 7 The con-
ditions that apply to Perth would be
altogether inapplicable to other towns.
If it were intended that this Commission
should inquire into the sanitary condition
and requirements of all othef towns in
the colony, as well as Perth, there might
be some reason for agking the Govern-
ment to undertake it. But if the idea is
to inquire into the sanitary condition of
Perth alone, and see what ought to De
done, why do not the citizens themselves,
through their municipal representatives,

take some steps in this direction? [Mg.
James: So they have] This motion
would apply to Fremantle. No doubt we

have our ill smells and other objection-
able features at Fremantle as well asin
Perth, and we would like to have them
removed, but not necessarily by the same
Commission as was inquiring into the
sanitary condition of Perth. I do not
suppose this Commission would care to
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go to every town in the colony and inquire
into their sanitary condition and require-
ments. It seems to me we are beginning
slightly at the wrong end in this matter,
and I am altogether in accord with my
volleague—[MEr. James: Youalways are.
and always shall be; so long as I am
satisfied he is in the right, as he generally
is. T think bis suggestion in this in-
stance is a very good one,—that a contour
survey be made of the city, and that we
should then have the opmnion of some
person whose opinion is worth having, as
to whether it is possible, with the means
at our command, to adopt a system of
deep drainage ? The appointment of this
Commission would put the country to
considerable expense in securing pro-
fessional evidence from the other colonies,
because 1 do not see what scientific
evidence worth much or of practical value
can be obtained otherwise. It seems to
me that this motion is premature, and I
think the hon. member would do well to
reconsider the matter, and whether it is
not better for him to accept the suggestion
made by my hon. colleague. T have no
doubt the Government would be pre-
pared to assist the city of Perth to a
considerable extent, both as regards the
means and the professicnal assistance
required to carry out such a survey. I
think if the Government did that, it
would be doing a great deal in assisting
the city, and would be a step in the
right direction, and one that would
possibly lead afterwards to some practical
result.

Mr. MORAN: I think the sugges-
tion of the Premier exactly meets the
case. I really fancy these gentlemen who
are asking for a Royal Commission do
not know how long Royal Comunissions
take to get through their work. I think
this Commission would take not less
than twelve months to complete its
labours.

Mx. James: Then the sooner it starts
the better.

Mr. MORAN : I think that plans and
specifications should first be drawn up
and an estimate of the cost made. No
matter whether the system be that of
decp drainage, or surface drainage, or the
puetimatic system, it would be necessary
to have a contour survey made. That
would be a preliminary sine gqud non of
any scheme of drainage. I think the
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colony is engaged in much more important
schemes of development and works of
more pressing importance than a sewerage
scheme for Perth. When a city like
Brisbane, with three times the population,
is content without a sewerage system, or
is not prepared to undertake the cost of .
one, surely Perth, with its comparatively
small population, is scarcely in a position
to embark upon a scheme the cost of
which would be considerably on the wrong
side of three-quarters of a million before
it was completed ¥ After a contour sur-
vey were made, a Commission might be
appointed or a Parliamentary committee,
which would then have something to work
upon. T think that would be a practical
and sensible way of dealing with the
guestion. .

Mr. THROSSELL: The hon. mem-
ber who brought forward this motion
reminds me of the good old lady men-
tioned in Scripture, who is said to have
attained ler object by much importun-
ity. I think the hon. member also will,
in time, succeed in his object for improv-
ing the present sanitation of the city.
I notice that the motion also embraces
the sanitation and water supply of our
country towns. I do not know that I
can go with him in the appointment of a
Commission for that purpose, but I hope
the Government will themselves take steps
to inquire into the water supply of our
country districts. I believe the end in
view would be better attained if the
Government themselves took it in hand
instead of a Commission. So far as the
Eastern districts are concerned, after sixty
yvears scttlement, the primcipal towns—
York, Northam, and Newcastle—are at
this day absolutely withouta water supply
to meet their requirements. We bad a
gentleman sent up there by the Govern-
ment to report on the subject, and
the report was tabled, and there the
matter ended. We are still without our
water supply, although we have the Avon
river at our doors. If I thought the
hon. member's motion was likely to bring
about any practical result, not only in the
case of Perth but also country towns, T
should be glad to support him, but I
think Perth alone is what he has in his eye.
[Mr. Traview: No, no] If the hon.
member will only keep pegging away at
the subject he has so near at heart, no
doubt he will accomplish his purpose in
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the end. But I wish to remind the Gov-
ernment that it is not Perth alvne, with
its large revenue, that requires their at-
tention and assistance, but the country
districts; and I think the district that
should have their first attention is owr

own.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH: This is a
matter that requires much consideration,
and I do not suppose that even the, elo-
quence of the hon. member who brought
it forward will enable us to come to a
satisfactory conclusion at once. This
question of sanitation is one in which
I have token a great deal of interest,
and, if net out of place, I should like
to wmention a few facts connected with
the subject. There are four different
systems of sanitation at the present time
in existence. The first is n vogue in
Sydney ~— a system of deep drainage,
empiying itself into the seca. This is
an expensive system, and it is one which
has many objectionable features, as mem-
bers will know if they have ever resided
anywhere near its ontlet at Bondi. The
second system is in vogue in South Aus-
tralin—that of a sewage farm, which,
its financial or economic results, may be
deseribed (in the words of Lord Beacons-
ficld) as a system of growing caultflowers
at half-a-crown a head and selling them
at a shilling. Another system is that
which has been tried in connection with
the Parlinment Houses at Westminster, a
system known as the Shonc system, by
which the refuse is carried away or forced
away by means of compressed air specially
heated. Another system, the pneumatic
system, is one that is in vogue in some
towns on the Continent, including Amster-
dam, where it has been brought to a high
state of perfection. It had its origin in
the fact of the drainage formerly in
vogue, and which emptied itself into the
river, causing pollution of its waters, and a
celebrated engineer, Liernur, was charged
with the task of finding out a scheme
whereby, firstly, the ¢ity should be drained
without polluting the river; secondly,
whereby the storm waters should not be
polluted by the refuse waters from the
houses and cesspits; and, thirdly, whereby
the product should be so treated as to
become a marketable manure. Liernur
wenb carcfully into the matter, which, of
course, at the outset presented many
difficulties of a scrious character; but,
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after years of careful study, he has just
succeeded in establishing a system which
satisfies all the conditions insisted upon.
The closets or sewage reservoirs at indi-
vidual houses are permanently connected
with a central reservoir or station by
means of pipes, through which the
contents of the domestic reservoirs are
sucked by exhausting air from the reser-
voir at the central station, where the
refuse is treated by a hot-air system
which destroys all possible gerns, the
final product being o marketuble manure
Imown us poudrette, which is sold at £7
a ton. When in Amsterdam, some years
ago, I took the trouble to look into the
system, aund it would astonish members
to-see how admirably the system is
adapted even for domestic purposes, it
being no uncommeon thing fo sce those
conveniences which we generally like to
see as far as we possibly can from our
houses actually in the drawing-rooms of
very good houses in  Awmsterdam, so
perfect has the scheme been worked out.
There is no unpleasant odour whatever,
any wmore than from the ordinary gas
pipes laid in the house. This system
does not require deep drainage, and it
does not involve one half the cost of any
gystem of deep drainage, and it has this
final advantage: it can be used in in-
land towns, treated within a small area :
it can he limited in its application,
and the product, when properly treated,
can be made to recoup the invested
capital, not only as regards the working
expenses, but made to yield an actual
profit. I am not prepared with the exact
figures, but I am certain, from what I
have read, that the system could be put
into operation in Perth to-day and made
to yield an absolute profit; so, that with.
out any cost to the Government at all
we might be brought up to date with the
very best system of sanitation that hag
yeb heen discovered. We know there is a
conviction in the minds of most. scientists
that disease starts with a germ; and
there is only one way of dealing with the
destruction of these germs, and that is
by fire. This is the process applied in
this system of Liernur’s, and it ix utterly
impossible after this process for any germ
or ¢vil odour to remain. Tt is stated that
the cfluent matter, so far from polluting
your streams, would ahsolutely purify
them. If the hon. wember would give
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up his idea of deep drainage with its
concomitant evil of emptying offensive
sewage Into the sea, and if he could
prevail upou the City Council or the
Government te send bim on a trip to
Awmsterdam, to examine this system as
applied there, or to Strashurg, where it
18 also in operation in a modified form,
he would do more good for his country
than all the talking that can be done for
the next twenty years. In Strasburg, as
I have said, a mnodification of the pneu-
matic system is in operation, by which
the sewage is drained into underground
tanks, fromn which receptacle the refuse
is drawn off by steam pressure into a
hermetically closed cart, and conveyed, in
open day, without offence, to the works,
where the stuff is finally converted into a
dry, marketable manure. The moment a
closet is used, the contents pass away to
these underground tanks, to be treated as
I have described. With reference to the
question of water supply, which the hon.
member is endeavouring to associate with
the question of sewage, I strongly urge
upon the House the desirability of taking
inmediate steps to take over the Perth
water supply and become the owners of
it. If it is allowed to remain in the
hands of the present private company
the result will be this: it will event-
ually have to be purchased by the State,
and at a very much higher price than
it can possibly be purchased now. If
taken over mnow, it could be very
quickly made a source of profit to the
city. .

Mr. B. F. SHOLL: This is an im-
portant question, and, after the speech
of the hon. member for Nannine, T
think it would be unwise for the hon,
member for Greenough to force his
motion to a division this evening, and
that it would be better to adjourn
this debate, and let the hon. member
amend his motion. Aeccording to what
the hon. member for Nauvnine says,
there are more modern methods of
dealing with this sewerage question than
any of the svstems suggested by the
mover of the resolution, and they also
seem to be cheaper. Of course our
ohject should he to obtain the Dbest
system available, so long as it auswers
our purpose and is within our means.
The question is a very important one,
and should not be disposed of without
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the gravest consideration. For that reason
I would suggest that we now report
progress, so that the hon. member may
have an opportunity of amending his
motion,

Teg SPEAEKER: The hon. member
cannot amend his own motion. If he
intends the debate to be adjourned he
had better withdraw it, and introduce it
in another form.

MEg. TeavLEx: Then I will do so.
Motion, by leave, withdrawn.

PRIVATE WATER RIGHTS ON COOL-
GARDIE GOLDFIELDS.

Mr. MORAN : I rise, sir, in accord-
ance with notice, to move, * That in
“view of the likelihood of a further
“rush of people to the Coolgardie gold-
“fields, the endeavours of the Water
“Department to supply water for the
“fields should be supplemented by
“allowing the most liberal terms to
“private people and companies to pro-
“cure water, and that these liberal terms
“take the form of substantial water
“rights or pecuniary grants.” I do so
in view of the latest developments on
these goldficlds, and the certainty, almost,
of a big rush there during the next few
months, and having in mind that the
present season may be looked upon as a
particularly dry season, and bearing also
in mind that although last year was a
fairly good year in that respect, there
being a greater rainfall and less popula-
tion on the fields, yet on one occasion the
fields were absolutely in a state of panie
almost for the want of water. If that
was the state of affairs on these fields
last year, when the population was much
smaller than it is now-—and it will be a
great deal larger within the next few
months than it is at present—what will
be the condition of these fields after such
an unprecedentedly dry summer as we are
threatened with, and when the demand
for water will be increased tenfold?
This i3 one of the most serious problems
which the Government have to face,
and my object is to assist the Govern-
went in the matter by suggesting a
course which, in my opinion, would
help to solve the difficulty. The Gov-
ernment, I have no hesitation in saying,
have done what they consider is ample
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in this matter of water supply, and I am ' during the npeit few months?

not here to condemn them; on the con-
trary T have brought this motion forward,
as the representative of these fields, in
order to give the Government every assist-
ance I possibly can. Tt is brought forward
in the most friendly spirit, and in fulfil-
ment of a promise to bring the matter
under their notice. I kmow they have
spent, and are spending, large sums of
money on these fields, and the roads to
them ; but we know that in a new country
hundreds of miles from the seat of
Government, large public works cannot
be accomplished in a year. I am nofone
of those who have accused the Govern.
ment of squandering money in this
direction. I think no reasonable and
responsible body of men would be guiity
of deliberately squandering money for
this or any other purpose. But the
principle T am now advocating is one I
have always entertained, and always will,
and that is this: as a legislative body it is
our duty to set every form of private enter-
prise at work to carry out undertakings
that are likely to benefit the country at
large. Procuring water for our goldficlds
is certainly an enterprise that should be
encouraged in every legitimate way. So
long as we have a willing Government
and a competent staff of emgineers, and
so long as proper precautions are taken,
I think there is not the slightest danger
of any monopoly or hardship whatever
being created by allowing any man, or
company, or syndicate, to use their utmost
endeavours in obtaining water on these
goldfields, and, having found it, in giving
them, under certain specific conditions,
substantial water rights. I firmly believe
that the present steps taken Ly the
Government to procure water—although
possibly it is all they can do—will be
altogether inadequate to provide our
Eastern goldfields with a good supply of
water during the coming summer months,
not only at Coolgardie itself, the head
centre, but also on the road from Southern
Cross. I have scen what the condition
of that road is, even after a good fall of
rain; in a month afterwards there is the
same ¢ry about the water supply growing
short. If that has been the case in the
past, what will be the result in the future,
with the large rush that is certain to
take place to these fields, and the large
iraflic on this road which we may expect
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I say
it is absolutely necessary that the

efforts of the Government should be
supplemented by private enterprise, and
that -every reasonable encourigement
should be given to such enterprise. There
are many people on the fields who, if
treated liberally, would go to work at
once to procure water, and I hope the
Government will be prepared to accept
this motion. If they do, I shall be pre-
pared to offer, either publicly or privately,
such assistance as les in my power io
assist them in carrying out this sugges-
tion. Sometimes when motions of this
kind are brought forward in this Hounse,
we are told by Ministers ““ Leave it to us;
we'll attend to it; withdraw the motion.”
I hope they are not going to treat this
motion in that way, for I have no inten-
tion of withdrawing it. I respectfully
submit that we are here to assist the
Government with our suggestions, and
they are there to receive and accept our
suggestions if they are reasonable and
sensible ones. 'We have been chosen by
our constituents to represent their wants,
and we are supposcd to have a special
knowledge of their requirements, and I
think the Government may accept our
advice now and then, especially when it is
offered to them gratis. I am aware that
the Government do offer water rights of
a certain kind, but they are very limited
in area, just about as much land as you
could sit on. Surely with an area of
hundreds of square miles, they might
give a wan some substantial protection ?
It ig all very well to say “ We don’t want
to create or protect awmonopoly.” Surely
rules can be framed to prevent a monopoly;
if we cannot do that much we musi he
content to he looked upon as failures. I
am speaking on behalf of people who are
prepared to agree to charge a ixed maxi-
mum price for their water, so that the
public will be amply protected against
monopoly. Competition will always re-
gulate the price.  With regard to con-
densing salt water, which is the supply
that will have to he largely depended
upon, there are companies now prepared
to start. to work at any moment, if they
are grunfed fair and reasonable water
rights, and to supply the public at 100
per cent. cheaper rate than they are
being charged at the present time.
Surely that would be a public benetit ?
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I hope the Government will at once revise
and liberalise their system of water vights,
and take into consideration the vast areas
around these fields, and the number of
people who are propared to sink for -water
and fo accept a fair remuneration in
return, I would snggest that no pecuniary
reward be made at the beginning, but
simply the right to the water, and, if the
supply prove a good supply, let the
owners be rewarded accordingly. In
other words, encourage private enterprise
on the principle of payment by result.
That is the principle I advocate. It is
nnnecessary for me to detain the House.
There is not a shadow of a doubt that
tindertakings representing hundreds of
thongands of pounds will be thrown out
of gear if a deadlock took place on these
fields during the summer through the
want of water, and T wish to sound a
timely warning note so that such »
calamity may be averted. A deadlock on
these goldfields would react upen the
whole colony. Customs receipts would
fall off, railway receipts would fall off,
and tens of thousands of pounds will be
locked up, and much revenue lost to the
Government if wise and prompt pre-
cautions are not taken to prevent a water
famine. What would the expenditure of
£5,000 or £6,000 in rewards for finding
good water amount to compared to the
loss from Customs duties, railway traffic,
and other losses which must take place
should there be a deadlock on these fields
owing to the scarcity of water? When
we consider that the population on the
fields will probably be doubled during
the next few months, and that at present
the water supply is not sufficient to meet
the wants of the present population, I
think no further words are reguired from
me to point out the urgeney and im-
ortance of this motion.

Mr. CLARKSON : T have very much
pleasure in seconding the motion. I do
not mean to say that the Government
bave not, in the past, done all they could
to get water; I believe they have, and
that they have done a great deal, and
quite as much as could be expected from
them. Butf, as the hon. member has
poinied out, there is not the least doubt
that there will be w very large influx of
population to these fields within the next
few months in view of the phenomenal
discoveries recently made. Unfortunately,
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we are esperiencing & very dry season so
fur, and water during the coming summer
will be very scarce. BEven with the
exceptionully wet season of last year, and
the limited population, the water on these
fields was very scarce ; and, although the
Government have provided tanks and
done what they could, these tanks will be
useless unless we bave rain to fill them,
When I represented this district in the
last Parliament, I endeavoured on several
occasions to obtain a water supply for
these fields, as I always looked upon the
matter as one of the most important that
the Government and this House could
give their attention to. Just fancy for a
moment what would be the result if the
water supply failed. Thousands of men,
and hundreds of thousands of capital
would be thrown idle, and the effect
upon the colony would be most serious.
I quite approve of the suggestion that
substantial water rights should be offered
to those who are willing to try and find
water. I see no objection whatever to if,
T would treat these people most liberally ;
I would pgive them anything within
reason. I have always been a strong
advocate for the intreduction of the
diamond drill for this purpose, hut I
heard the Premier the other night give
such a disconraging account of this drill
that I was somewhatstaggered. T cannot
help thinking he muost have been mistaken.
I always thought it was the very hest
horing machine you could get for boring
in hard country such as we have about
Coolgardie.

Tee DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS (Hon. H. W. Venn): The
House must he thankful, as the Govern-
ment are, to the hon. member for bringing
this matter forward, and for the very
excellent specch he bas made on the
subject. I, as the Director of the Depart-
ment of Water Supply, feel very much
indebted to him for his speech, but T
would have felt a little more indebted to
him if he had offered some practical
suggestions as to what he thinks the
Government ought to do. The motion
a8 it stands simply deals with the subject
i general terms, and defines nothing.
Members ure uwarce that water rights are
already granted to auyone who likes to
apply for them. There is nothing in the
world to prevent anyone from obtaining
those water rights at the present moment.
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[Me. Simrson: What for?] For the
purpose of condensing water on the gold-
fields, or obtaining water by boriug,
sinking, or any other way, and disposing
of it to the public. [Mr. S1arson : The
sdéme as you did at Cue.] I shall wait
until the hon. member ceuses interjecting.
It is a most objectionable practice to my
mind, and one which I do not indulge in
myself, and I object to it from others.
The terms offered by the Government are
most liberal, and there is no reason if
there are people who want to do so, why
they should not go to work to-morrow.
I do not know why the hon. member
wants the Government to do more, unless
he is prepared to point out in what direc-
tion he wants us to go? I do not think
the House will support for a moment any
idea of giving individnals water rights
over large areas of country. If any very
large monopoly were granted by the Gov-
ernment to private individuals it would
recoil upon us, and the very people you
want to serve would be the sufferers.
On the part of the Government I may
say we are prepared to offer, and have all
along been prepared to offer, what we
considered most liberal terms to any
persons finding water on the goldfields,
and are preparcd to protect them in
their rights as far as we can go. That
being the case I do not know what else
we can do. [Ax Howx. MemBER: What
is the area?] It is very considerable,
especially so far as condensing is con.
cerned. I do not remember exactly what
the area is. At any rate it is suflicient
for anyone to start condensing to-mnorrow
if he likes, as many have already done.
If a private company were formed for the
purpose of condensing water at Coolgardic
to-morrow, they would find they would
be met in the most liberal manner by the
Government. That being so, while I am
obliged to the hon. member for stimu-
lating us in the matter, I caunot on the
part of the Government. make any further
promise, as I cannot see how we eango
further than we have already gone.

Mzr. LEAKE: I am glad to hear that
the Govermment are prepared to offer
liberal terms to persons who find water on
our goldfields. If they are 1o be given I
think it is a pity they are not published,
and that more is not known about them
than there is, for, on the goldfields, I
assure them, the general impression is
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that if a man happens to find water the
Goverument will come down upon him at
once and take it away from him.

Tar Previer (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) :
That is a mistake.

Mr. LEAKE: I have been told—I
cannot vouch for the accuracy of the
statement—that such a thing has been
done, and that private enterprise has been
in that way discowraged.

Tre Premier (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
Whete was that ?

Mr. LEAKE: On the Coolgardie gold-
field,

Mgr. Morax: It has been done.

Mr. LEAKE: I thiuk the Govern-
ment luve done well in opening up the
road to the goldfields, but I do not think
the House would expect the Government
to supply an unlimited quantity of water
for congsumption in the towns and upon
the mines? That, T think, is not the duty
of the Govermment, They should keep
the roads open certainly, and to do that
I think it is necessary to encourage
private enterprise to sink for fresh water,
or, if that is not obtainable, then to
encourage condensing. The Government
have done good work already in pointing
out where water is obtainable on the sand
plaing and other places, and fairly pood
water, I have tasted it,—let me assure
members, in a perfectly undiluted state.
They have also shown at what depths
water is to be obtained, and in that way
have done good service. But T think
they should go further in the way of
encouraging private enterprise to discover
water. Those who discover it should be
protected in every way., I do not
think it is sufliciently liberal to say
to a man, “if you spend money in
finding water, and you do discover it, we
will give you three or four acres.” That
is not good enough. It is quite possible
for another person to come and squat
himself down within two or three chains
und reap the advantage of the other
man’s enterprise. That man should be
protected within a liberal radius, other-
wise he cannot expect to recoup himself
for ihe expenditure he has incurred. I
support the resolution, and I hope others
will do the same. It does not appear to
weet with opposition from the Govern-
ment benches. [Me. Vewn: Not at
wll.] T think the gist of the resolution
is contained in these words, “ by allowing
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the most liberal terms to private people
and companies to procure water”—1I
commend those words to the Government
—*and that these liberal terms take the
form of substantial water rights or
pecuniary grants.” I am not in favour,
personally, of pecuniary grants, but I am
in favour of a liberal concession where
private enterprise has stepped in and
done very necessary work.

Tae PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) :
I really do not think there is any great
need for this resolution. I have been on
the goldfields at Coolgardie and elsewhere,
and it seemed o me that water rights
were as plentiful as blackberries. Where-
ever there is a salt marsh you find a good
many water rights peggred out, and con-
densers at work.

Mr. Moras : Where
marshes ?

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) :
There is one close to Hannon’s, and at
many of the mining centres. The same
feature exists at Cue. As to the Govern-
ment beiog morve liberal with these water
rights, if the hon. member means that if
any one came to the Government and
said * If you will give me a right over o
thousand acres of land, I will undertake
to sink for water, or, if you will give me
a mile or balf a mile around my well”
(which means about 640 acres) the Gov-
ernment would find some difficulty in
dealing with applications of that sort,
becanse my experience of monopolies has
been this: they generally come back to
you, and you find yourself in a difficulty.
Sometimes v man may be fortunate enough
to find water, but has not the means to
develop - his find; and there are other
difficultiestobe considered. In some parts,
too, there are natural springs,and I donot
suppose you would advocate the grant-
ing of water rights in country like that?
In a large territory such as this, unless
you have a very accurate knowledge of the
locality, you must be very cautious how
you grant these concessions, I lelieve
the only restriction at present on the
action of the Warden in granting these
rights is that before granting them he
shall communicate with the Water Sup-
plv Department, und see if the concession
wnterferes with uny works the department
have in hand or contemplate.” This is
the only instruction the Warden at Cool-
gardie has. Boeyond that, he issues these

are the salt
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water rights to the hest of his judgment
and ability. 'We place no other restric.
tien upon him. I do not know what
construction we are to put upon this
resolution if it is carried. All it says is
that we should “allow the most liberal
terms.” What does he mean by liberal
terms? Is it to be 100, or 200, or 500
acres ¥ [M=n. Moran: Say 10 aeres.)
Or ure we to advertise that every man
who finds water shall be paid so much
per foot for sinking ¥ We are doing a
great deal for these goldfields, as it is—
opening up roads and making every pro-
vision we can for water, not only by
means of tanks and excavations, but also
by the erection of condensers. For my
own part I see no necessity in the slight-
est for this motion. 1If it is decided at
all to move in this direction, the hon.
member should move iu a more definite
way, so that the Government may under-
stand what he desires. We are doing
the best we can, and we desire to en-
courage people to obtain water, either by
sinking or discovering and conserving it by
any other means, Tlhie owners of minesare
already alive to what is wanted, and some
of them have done a large amount of
work in providing themselves with water.
At Bayley’s, for instance, they have con-
structed immense tanks; so have the
Coolgardie Gold Mining Co., and other
wines. People are gencrally quite alive
to the necessity of doing all they can in
theiv own interests. I do not think this
resolution can do any good whatever, be-
cause it is not definite enongh.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH: I think the
difficulty and the cause of complaint at
Coolgardie—a number of gentlemen have
called upon me from that field; I do not
know much about the district mysclf,
but the difficulty as expressed to me
ig this: that the person who sinks and
finds water, unless he is amply protected,
and protected within a reasonable radius,
is liable to have another man sinking and
setting up another plant, perhaps, a few
chainsg away, and possibly cutting off the
other person’s supply, and reaping all the
advantages of that person’s labours and
expenditure, without any expense or
enterprise on his own purt. That is the
result of confining these water rights to
areas that are too small. A man should
not be allowed to sink for water within a
chain or two of another man’s find,
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taking advantage of the first man’s
discovery. These men do net want a
thousand acves, as suggested by the
Premier, nor a hundred acres; what
they want is that when they find water
they shall be protected in their rights.
Another point I would refer to is this:
there is a very general opinion, right
or wrong, among many people that they
have no rights, and cannot obiain them.
If the law is as the Premier states,
it should be made public, so that people
may know that they can get these water
rights by applying for them. I think
the hon. member for Coolgardie deserves
the thanks of the House for causing this
fact to be made known.

Me. RICHARDSON : I can see, with
the Govornment, that the difficulty of
dealing with a resolution like this is its
indefiniteness. I can also see, on the
other haud, that there is a difficuley
unless these men who go in for water
rights are profected in their rights. It
seems to me that the only way is to treat
each application upon its own merits, and
if the Government are satisfied as to the
bona fides of the applicant, he should be
protected, but not offer protection indis-
criminately to all comers, which, it seems
to me, would defeab its own object. Ido
not seec how you are going to prevent one
man from sinking or starting a con-
densing plant in the vicinity of where
unother man has found water, as sug-
gested by the hou. member for Nannine.
You might as well apply the same boy-
cotting principle to gold mining, and
prevent men from sinking anywhere bear
@ point of reef discovered by another
person. The whole question is sur-
rounded with difficulties, and the only
way out of it, it seems to me, is for each
case to be dealt with on its own merits.

M=r. SOLOMON: The resolution scems
to me too indefinite, and I cannot see
what the hon. member’s object is. We
are told that the Warden already has the
power to grant these rights to anyonc he
likes, and I do not see what more can.be
done?

Mz. TRAYLEN : I do not think there
is exactly a parallel between the two
cases referred to by the hon. member for
DeGrey, namely, that if you prevent
persons from smnking for water in the
immediate vicinity of another man’s
water right, you should also prevent
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. people from sinking for gold in the
| immediate vicitiity of another man's reef.
The difference is this: with the nan who
secks for water it is a mere speculation.
He has nothing to guide him; he may
have to go down a hundred or two
hundred feet before he knows whether he
is successful; whereas in the other case
the reef is on the swrface, and he knows
there must be gold there. Tt strikes me
that a way out of the difficulty would be
this: let the water area granted corre-
spond in some measure with the value of
the discovery and the labour and expense
incwrred. If the person who discovers
water has had to go to a great depth to
find it, he might be protected to a greater
distance than the person who finds water
in u shallow well. Al these cases, as has
been very properly suggested, should be
dealt with on their own merits.

Mr. LEFROY: The motion does not
seem to me so indefinite as some members
think. It appears to me definite enough.
It asks the Government to *allow the
“most liberal terms to private people and
“ companies to procure water, and that
“ these liberal terms take the form of
“gubstantinl water rights or pecuniary
“grants.” T take it that the intention of
the hon. member is to leave it to the
Government to decide what these liberal
terms should be. I am sure the House is
quite willing to leave that matter in the
hands of the Government, I look upon
this question of discovering water as a
question of pioneering, and I should like to
seo the same encouragement given to per-
sons to seek for water in other parts of the
country as well as on the goldfields; and
I think the country might well afford to
offer very liberal terms, for there can be
no doubt that the discovery of water in
our more arid localities would he of the
utmost advantage, not only to the gold
miner but also to others who are anxious
to make other uses of the land. Asto
the danger of creating a monopoly in
eonnection with these water rights on
the goldfields, I cannot, see, myself, that
there is much danger of that, while it is
in the power of the Government to regu-
late the price to be charged for the water
to the public,

Mr. WOOD: T think it is almost a
pity that the hon. member who brought
forward this motion did not putitin a
more definiteshape. If putto the House
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in its present form it will very likely be
lost, and much valvable time lost too.
Even if it were carried the Government
would simply be in the same position as
they are in at present, for the resolution
affords no indication of what the hon.
member really requires. I think it
would be mueh better if the hon, mem-
her could see his way to ameund it, and
make it more definite in regard to the
terms he wishes to see offered, and as to
what these people actually want.

Tae COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. W. E. Marmion): I will
tell the hon. member what they waut;
they want to secure a huge monopoly.
[MR. Moran: No.] The hon. memher
says “no.” I think I am in a position
to kmow. As Minister of Mines I have
heen the recipient of several applications
from these gentlemen, and can judge
pretty fairly whether the applicant is
tryiug to get more than he ought to get.
In many cases that have come before me
these people huve been trying to obtain
privileges which they had no right to,
and which were altogether unreasonable.
One modest proposal was that, in con-
sideration of finding water, the party
should have the right to 10,000 acres.
[An Hon. MenmsER: Where?] Around
Coolgardie. Of course we were not, such
idiots as to enterfain such a proposal,
But it shows what these people expect.
T admif that the present regulations as
to these water rights are somewhat
vague, but I may say they are purposely
vague, because 1t is considered desirable
to leave in the hands of the Warden
the power to decide what area should
be granted in each case, according to the
amount of work done, the expenditure
incurred, and the surrounding circun-
stances of the case. As for the suggestion
of the hon. member for the Moore, for
encouraging boring or sinking for water
for ofher purposes than mining, T take it
that any scheme of that kind would
involve some consideration. There is
nothing to prevent anyone who has such
a scheme in his mind from submitting it
to the Government, or to myself as head
of the department. T can promise him
that the matter would receive every con-
sideration, and, no doubt if the scheme
was 4 reasonable and feasible scheme. the
Government would be willing to grant

some assistance—not pecuniary, probably, |
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but in some other form. There is nothing,
as I say, to prevent anyone from sub-
mitting such » scheme to the Government
at the present moment.

Ax Hown. MEeEMBER:
months for an answer.

Tee COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. W. E. Marmion): No. 1
don’t think it would take six days. It
has becn said that my friend the Director
of Public Works 18 unapproachable. I
have not found him so. It must be
understood that at present there is not
that great want of water at Coclgardie
that some members seemn to imagine.
Private enterprise is largely at work on
these fields, and I am glad to find that
people are at last beginning to recognise
their Quty towards themselves, and not
always be looking to the Government to
doeverything for them. In addition to
what is being done by private enterprise,
the Government are greatly extending
the aren of their supply by constructing
tanks and sinking shafts in various direc-
tions where there is a possibility of finding
water. I think the Government are doing
what they can reasonably be expected to
do in this direction, and even more than
they should be expected to do; and they
are still prepared to do more in the way
of assisting in the development of our
goldfields and mineral resources, as is
shown by the fact that the Loan Bill now
before the House contains an item of
£70,000 for this purpose. The develop-
ment of goldfields generally means the
providing of a water supply, and a large
amount of the expenditure goes in that
way. We have greater experience now in
this sort of work than we formerly had,
and a better knowledge of what ought to be
done, and, perhaps, I may say better
officers than in the past, and better results
will probably attend our efforts. Of course
we shall be glad to receive any suggestions
from the hon. member who brought
forward this motion, if he can show us
in what way we can improve the water
supply in his district, or by what mecans
we can increase the supply and cheapen
it. But I think that, in any concession
granted, it is only right that we should
nsist upon a reasonable quid pro quo,
and not be creating huge monopolies in
connection with these water rights.

Mr. R. F. SHOLL: I think the Gov-
ernment ought to realise—it is nearly

And walt six
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time they did—that it is not their duiy
to find water for the use of the mines, It
is their duty to find water, if they can
along the routes to the fields, but the
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companies and the miners should be

allowed to find water for themselves to
carry on their operations. I think it is
absurd to cxpect the Government to
continue this policy of pap-feeding. We
sliall next have applivations from such
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the way of suggestions. If they want
more, and if they like to give me an
adequate salary, I will devote the next
six months to preparing a Mining Bill
for them. As they want more definite
information T will just let them have it.
I intend now to refer to their administra-
tion of the Water Department. At the

. time of the Siberia rush, when people

mines us Bayley’s or the Londonderry to -

supply them with water, and then with
provisions. The Government have en-
couraged that sort of thing, and they will
always have these applications made
unless they take a firm stand. Lt the
companies find the water themselves.
[Mr. Moraw: The Govermment won't
let. them.] As to granting water rights
to private persons, I do not object to that,
so long as the areas are not too large.
But the Governmeut, in my opiuion,
should confine their attention to keeping
open the roads to the fields. I do not see
the necessity for this resolution, and, if
it goes to a division, I shall vote against
it. I think it would be a reflection upon
the Government if such a resolution as
this were carried; it is tantamount to
saying that they are not competent to
deal with this water question.

Mz, COOKWORTHY: The motion
requests the Government to allow the
“ most liberal terms” to those who apply
for these water rights, but it does not
define what the hon. member means by
liberal terms. The Government tell us
they are now granting these water rights
all over the fields, and it secms to me
they are doing all that can be reasonably
expected. We have heard from the
Commissioner of Crown Lands of one
applicant who asked for some thousands
of acres. Supposing this motion were
passed, and the Government were to
nceede to such an application as that,
what would this House say P I think it
would be a very great mistake to pass
such an indefinite resolution as this.

Tuae PreEmMier (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) :
Perhaps the hon. member will withdraw
it, and bring it up in a more definite form ¥

Mr. MORAN: Before I do that, I
should like to state—and I thought I
had said so before—that if the principle
I recommend is adopted, I shall pe happy
to assist the Government in every way I
can to do what I think is necessary in

bad to leave that field for the want of
waler, a cawel party went out to try and
discover water. They sank several wells,

. and at last found water; but shortly

afterwards a Government officer came
and ordered them off the ground, took
possession of their well, and, when they
remonstrated, gave them nothing but
insolence. ‘There was no recognition of
their rights, and they were not allowed
to charge a penny. That was one in-
stance. Further than that, T will defy
the Government or their Water Depart-
ment to prove that they ever found any
water on the field themselves, unless it
wag shown to them by other people.
That is an open challenge for them. I
will prove to them that it was private
people who peinted out in every instance
where water was to he found.

TrE CodmissioNER oF Crowwn Lanps
{Hen. W. E. Marmion) : What about the
Coolgardie bore ?

Mz. MORAN : That bore was selected
upon the advice of a private individnal on
the field, and the officer who put down the
bore is willing to admit it. If the Govern-
ment dispute i, T will take an oppor-
tunity of proving what I say in the Press.
A few months ago a meeting of miners
and others was held at Southern Cross,
and I took a prominent part in organising
it, and drafted the recommendations that
were sent down to the Government.
Amongst other requisitions made we asked
the Government to estahlish public bores
between Snell’s and Coolgardie; and these
recommendations, I may say, were en-
dorsed by their own officers at Southern
Cross and Coolgardie. The Government
did establish a bore at Rean’s Soak, but
not one hetween Snell's and Coolgardie,
which they counld bave done at a small
expense, and thereby saved a lot of suffer-
ing and the loss of thousands of pounds,
as the whole business of the goldfields
was thrown out of gear. T wish to give
the Government every credit for what
they have done, but they are too fond of
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taking credit to themselves for deing
things which they have not done. Their
attitude towards this resolution of mine
is just what it has Dbeen with regard to
other resolutions brought hefore this
House. ' Withdraw it; leave it to us;
look at the hounteous manner in which
we are already dealing with these water
rights.” I expected all that. Of course
they are very bounteous. They gave one
man o quarter of an acre out of a million
acres, and I believe that man wus so
struck with their generosity that he had
a fit. I say the action or policy of the
Government with regard to these water
rights cannot be better described than by
the one word —parsimonious. We do not
ask for thousands of acres, nor hundreds
of acres; we are not so nnreasonable. T
think 20 or 25 acres would he quite
sufficient for a water right. The extent of
the aveas should be governed by local con-
ditions and the distance from the field.
The Premier says the Warden has the
right to desl with these water rights as
he pleases. T say that is not the case.

At 630 pm. the Speaxrr left the
Chair.

At 7-30 p.m. the Sreaxer resumed the
Chair.

Me. MORAN (continuing) : When the
sitting was suspended I was endeavour-
ing to prove that there is no occasion for
the Government to refuse to accept this
motion, because in bringing it forward I
did so with the express intention of having
it accepted by the Houso, and leaving it
in the hands of those who could best draw
up by-laws to fit in with the resolution.
However, the Government have thrown
upon me, the youngest member of the
House, the onerous duty of drafting a
measure to meet the requirements, and I
am going to accept the responsibility.
So far as the Government and the Execu-
tive Department are concerned, they are
doing all in their power to advance the
interests of the goldfields; but I shall
continue to be in favour of leaving a loose
rein to private enterprise, stipulating that
there shall be a maximum price fixed for
water to be supplied to the public by
private enterprise, or o maximum of area
to be granted as a water right. I do not
agree with the principle of those members
who pretend to legislate for the salvation
of the digger, but also say they will not
allow him a secured area where he dis-
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covers water, or will not allow private
companies to have water rights secured fo
them, because this will be an injury to the
public. I say that is killing with kind-
ness, I say, let the Governinent sct loose
every ounce of labour that is available on
the fields in the way of finding water,
whilst the Government Department is also
doing all that is possible to keep open the
roads aud to provide water. I say also,
pay only by results. As far as Western
Australia is concerned, the Government
will never be able to carry on all the
works that are necessary. We should be
prepared to take upon ourselves the
responsibility of framing such conditions
for the encouragement of private emter.
prise as will liberate the powers of those
people who are able and willing to search
for und provide water on the fields, while
also limiting the areas of monoply. As
to asking for 1,000 acres as a water
right, that is & wild scheme of the imagi-
nation. I will now ask the Government
specifically if it is their intention to allow
me to bring forward a measure for giving
effect to my proposal—to allow me to
provide a set of principles and o few
conditions suitable to the requirements;
and if, when I bring in the measure, they
will give it their earnest counsideration
with a view of meeting this object? If
they will allow me to bring forward
such o measure, and support it if its pro-
vigions are just, I will, on that understand-
ing, withdraw this motion. Otherwise,
I will press it to a division.
Motion put and negatived.

BANEERS' BOOKS EVIDENCE BILL.
MESSAGE FROM THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

The following Message was delivered
to and read by Mr. Speaker :—

“ Mr. Speaker,

The Legislative Council acquaints the
“ Legislative Assembly that it has agreed
“to a Bill intituled * An Act to amend
‘e *the Law of Evidence with reference to
f* Bankers’ Books,” subject to the amend-
“ ment contained in the schedule annexed,
“in which amendment the Legislative
“ Council desires the concwrrence of the
“ Legislative Assembly.

“(E0. SHENTOF,
, * President.
“ Legislative Council Chamber,
“Perth, 22nd August, 1894.”
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Schedule showing the Amendment made by
the Leqislative Council in “* The Bankers'
Books Evidence Bill.”

On page 2, Clause 7, line 6, between the
words “bank™ and “three,” insert
“hy delivering the copy of the order
to an officer of such bank at the
principal or hranch office thereof,
having the custody of the book of
which inspection is desired.”

C. Lt STEERE,
Clerk of the Council,
22nd August, 1894,

Ordered—That the consideration in
Committee of the Legislitive Council’s
Message be made an Order of the Day for

the next sitting of the House. -

PATENTS BILL, 18M.
SECOND READING,

Tae ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
8. Burt), in moving the second reading,
said: This small measure is designed to
amend the law relating to patents, and
relating to designs and trade marks, and
for entering into intercolonial and inter-
national arrangements with regard to
patents, and designs and trade marks.
Hon. members will notice that the recital
of the Bill, which gives the cue fo the
scope of this measure, says:—

“(1.} If Her Majesty is pleased to

“make any arrangement with
“the Government or Govern-
“ments of any forcign State or
“ States for mutual protection
“of inventions, designs, and
“trade marks, or any of them,
“then any person who has ap-
“plied for protection for any
“invention, design, or trade
“mark in any such State shall
“be entitled to a patent for his
“ invention, or to registration of
“his design or trade mark (as
“the case may he) under this
 Aet, in priority to other appli-
“cants ; and such patent or
“registration shall have the
“same date as the date of the
“application in such foreign
“ State. Provided that his ap-
“ plication is made, in the case
“of a patent, within seven
“ months, and in the case of a
“ design or trade mark within
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“(2)

" (3.)

“(1)
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“four months from his applying
“for protection in the foreign
* State with which the arrange-
“ment iz in force. Provided
“that wnothing in this section
“contained shall entitle the
“ patentee or proprietor of the
“design or trade mark to
“recover damages for infringe-
‘“ments happening prior to the
“date of the actual acceptance
“of his complete specification,
“or the actual registration of
*his design or trade wark in
“this country (as the case may
“he).

The publication in the United
"“Xingdom or the Isle of Man,
“during the respective periods
“aforesaid, of any description
“of the invention, or the use
“ therein during such periods of
“the invention, or the exhibi-
“tion or use therein during
“guch periods of the design, or
“ the publication therein during
“such periods of a description
“or representation of the de-
“gign, or the use therein during
* guch periods of the trade mark,
¢ ghull not invalidate the patent
“which may be graunted for the
“invention or the vegistration
“of the design or trade mark.
The application for the grant
“of a patent, or the registration
“of a design, or the registration
“of a trade mark under this
“sgetion must He made in the
“game manner as an ordinary
“application under this Act.
“ Provided that in the case of
“trade marks, any trade mark,
*the registration of which has
“heen duly applied for in the
“country of origin, may be
* registered under this Act.

The provisions of this section
“ghall apply only in the case of
“those foreign States with re-
“spect to which Her Majesty
“ghall from time fo time, by
“« Ovder in Council, declare them
‘“to be applicable, and so long
“only in the case of each State
“as the Order in Council shall
*continne in force with respect
*to that State.”
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There is a further Imperial Act amending
the one I have just mentioned, in which
it is enacted that:

“(1.) Where it is made to appear to

“Her Majesty that the legis-
“lature of any British posses-
“sion has made satisfactory
“ provision for the protection of
‘“1nventions, designs, and trade
“marks patented or registered
“in this country, it shall be
“lwful for Her Majesty, from
“time to time, by Order in
“ Council, to apply the provi-
*sions of the last preceding
“ section, with such variations or
“additions (if any) as to Her
“ Majesty in Council may scem
“fit, to such British posses.
“ gion.”
The attention of this Government has
Intely been called by the Secretary of
State, Lord Ripon, to thesc two Acts,
ina despatch, the paragraphs of which I
will ask the House to allow me to read,
a8 follows :—

1. I have the honour to request that you
will invite your DNMinisters to consider ihe
expediency of so amending the law of the
colony under your Government relating fo
patents, designs, and trade marks, that it will
fulfil the conditions required by section 104
of the *“ Linperial Patents, Designs, and Trade
Marks Act, 18583,” for enabling Her Majesty,
by Order-in-Council, to apply to the colony
the provisions of section 104 of that Act, as
amended by section & of 45 and 49 Vie, c. 63.

2. Her Majesty’s Government are advised
that, in order to fulfil these conditions, it is
necessary that the law of the colony shounld
sccure to a person who has applied for a
patent, or for registration of a design or trade
mark, in the United Kingdom, the right to a
colonial patent for his invention or to registra-
tion of his design or trade marks in the colony,
in priority to other applicants, if applied for
within the periods named in seetion 103 of the
Act, viz., seven months in the case of a patent,
and four months in the case of a design or
trade mark from his applieation in the United
Kingdom,

3. The laws of Western Amustralia do not
fulfil these conditions in respect of patents,
and, as regards designs and trade marks, fix
no limit of time for priority or temporry
application. :

The effect of that is that Her Majesty’s
Government in England having made
mutual arrangements with any foreign
State, whereby any invention patented in
England is granted priority in the foreign
State with which that arrangement is
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made, in the case of a patent for seven
months, and in the case of o design or
trade mark for four months, if the
patentee applies within those periods such
foreign State will grant a patent to him
in priortty to other applicants. By the
Imperial Aect this provision may be
extended to uny British colony that
has reciprocal legislation ; that is to say,
if we in this colony will allow a person in
England to effect a patent here within
a certain period, Her Majesty will extend
this Act to patentees in Western Aus-
traliz by granting them reciprocal rights
in England, so that an inventor in this
colony shall have priority for seven
months within which to patent his in-
vention in England, and in the case of
designs or trade marks four months. The
Bill also seeks to extend the same re-
ciprocal provisions as between this colony
and any other British possessiom; that
is to say, if Victoria will allow protection
aud priority to our patentuves for o period,
granting them protection for the same
terms of seven months and four months
respectively within which to perfect the
patent, &c., we can under this Act extend
the same privileges to inventors in Vic-
toria. A similar Bill to this has lately
been passed in the Queensland Parlia-
ment, and at the present time a similar
Bill is before the Legislature of Victoria,
if not already passed. That is the whole
scope of this Bill, except one or two pro-
visions which will be found at the end of
the Bill. Some difficulty has been ex-
perienced in defining who is an inventor
entitled to patent rights, and whether the
term includes a person who has purchased
the interest in an invention before the
application for the patent is made. We
propuse, by clanse 6, to take the same
interpretation as exists in most other
places, and as obtains particularly in Vie-
toria. Indeed,I think this definition is
almost identical with the interpretation
of the term “inventor” in every colony
of the group. We follow up this by
defining more precigely, in clawse 7,
the persons who may apply for patents.
There is a somewhat similar section in
our present Act, but it would fall short
now, inasnnich ag we propose to provide
a new definition as to who is a * first
inventor.” The other clanses of the Bill
are merely consequential amendments.
Clause 10 corrects what was really a
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printer’s error in Section 14 of our present
Act, where the word applicant slipped in
instead of another word. If this Bill
becomes law, and arrangements are made,
as undoubtedly they will be made, between
colonies for providing mutual protection
during a certain period for inventions
registered first of all in the several colonies,
it will become unnecessary to continue that
system which we alone have in Western
Australias—that is, a system of taking
out letters of registrution for a patent
instead of the person applying for a
patent in the first instance. Under our
present Jaw, parties may apply for letters
of registration, and T may say very few
letters of registration are issued at present
hecanse it 1s also open to persons to apply
straight away for a patent; and for the
letters of registration a larger fee is
payable than if the applicant were to
take out an original patent. Therefore
this Bill repeals the section in the existing
Act relating to letters of registration, so
that our patent law will he put on the
same footing as that which obtains in the
othor colonies. T beg to move the second
reading of the Bill.

Mr. LEAKE: T do not rise to oppose
the Bill, but to ask the Attorney General
a question upon the method of drafting
that has been adopted in regard to this
measure. I notice that, under the Imn-
perial law, there is one Bill which deals
with patents, designs, and trade marks.
Bui, in this colony, patents, designs, and
trade marks are dealt with in two separate
Acts; one relating to patents, and the
other to designs and trade marks. In
this Bill, which is based on the Imperial
statute amending the Patents, Designs,
and Trade Marks Act, of course the
Imperial-made law is the law for which
this Bill has heen drafted; but should
not the enactments of this measure be
contained in two Bills, rather than in one,
as applied to this colony 7 If the Attorney
General will look at section 1 he will see
that it says:— This Act may be cited as
*The Patents, Designs, and Trade Barks
Acts Amendment Act, 1894'" this
language evidently following the Imperial
enactment. Then the nest clause refers
to the “Patents Act Amendment Act,
1892," and also refers separately to
the “Designs and Trade Marks Act,
1884." Is there anything irregular in
that P
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Tre ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
S.Burt): Ithink there is nothing irregular
in what the hon. member has referred to.
The law on the subject in this colony
is contained in two Acts, whereas in
England the law is contained in one Act.
T have named this Bill as « The Patents,
Designs, und Trade Marks Acts Amend.
ment Act, 18947 Itis intended to be an
amendment of both these Acts. In the
second elause I amend so much of both
these Acts as is affeeted by this Bill. It
struck me, after well considering  the
question, that no dificulty would be
likely Go avise; and the Bill as it stands
preserves the distinction, I think. It
repeals so much of hoth Acts as is
affected by this Bill.

Me. ILLINGWORTH: 1 will call
attention to onc point in Clause 7, sub-
section {e), which says: “ Auny person to
whom the invention has heen communi-
cated by the actual inventor, his legal
representatives or assigns (if the actual
mventor, his legal representatives or as-
signs, 1s or are not resident in Western
Australia).” Tam not aware whether this
provision is in the Acts of the other colonies
or not, but I think there is davger in it.
If, for instance, the patentee communicates
his idea to & man whom he supposes to be
his friend, and that man, having got the
secret, Yuns away and patents it. I am
not surc whether I am right in inter-
preting the effect of the clanse; but if
so, it would be desirable to amend the
clause in order to prevent such 2 wrong
proceeding ; because there are many cases
of the kind in which a man working out
his own iden, perhaps a workman, had
some one in his shop or in connection with
bis idea, and such a person might say the
invention had been communicated to him,
and might claim a patent, and obtain
precedence because he made the applica-
tion first.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

MUNICIPAL INSTITUTIONS BILL.
IN COMMITTEE.

Consideration of clauses resumed.

Clanse 37.—Qualification of electors of
mayor, auditors, and councillors :

On the motion of Mr. James, the
consideration of the clause was posi-
poned.
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Clause 38.—Mayor and auditors to be
clected by persons whose names are on
municipal electoral list, &c.:

[ASSEMBLY.]

Me. JAMES objected to the clause as |
introducing plural voting up to four votes

in the proportion of rates paid, and moved
to strike out, in line 20, the words “or
two votes’ in order to insert the word
“vote™ in lieu thereof; also to strike out
the remaining words of the clanse. The
law of this colony had been that a voter
should have one vote and no more in the
election of councillors; but in this clause
the Government were taking a retrograde
stop by proposing to allow plural votes
up to the limit of four, according to a
scale based on the rateable value of
property. The law having worked satis-
factorily for upwards of twenty years,
thore was no demmand and no justification
for this change to plural voting for the
election of councillors.

Tae ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
S. Burt) defended the new provision on
the ground that it was essential to have
property represented in municipal coun-
cils, as distinguished from the principle
which operated in the Parliamentary
representation, so that if one man had
more property within a municipality than
another, the representation of that pro-
perty in the council should be in proportion
to its rateable value up to a defined limit.
The man who was rated at the smallest
possible limit should be entitled to one
vote, as provided in the clause, as a basis,
and the man who could be rated to an
extent fifty or a bundred times greater
should have some proportionate represen.
tation, as provided by allowing plural
votes up to four, whereas the amendment
would allow to the man having to pay
the larger amount of rates only one vote,
the same as the man who was rated at
the smallest amount. The Government
usked the committee to adopt the clanse
in this improved form distinctly on the
ground that property should be repre-
sented proportionately in the councils,
and becanse it was not desirable that
property owners should be overridden by
the more numerous class of persons who
had no property in towns. This principle
was much appreciated in the larger
municipalities.

M=r. WOOD supported the amendment,
beeause the clause introduced the retro-
grade principle of plural voting in the
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ordinary municipal elections, and by this
means the greatest number would not be
duly represented in the councils,

Mr. R. ¥. SHOLL supported the
pringiple of property representation and
opposed the amendment. A person who
paid large rates should have more repre-
sentation than one who occupied a tene-
ment rated at only £5 a year. The
present form of the clawuse was not a
retrograde change, but one in the right
direction, and an improvement in the
exigting law.

Mr. RICHARDSON said the mover of
the amendinent was a champion of the
principle of one man oune vote, vet his
amendment would not allow the same
equality in the representation of property
which he claimed in the representation of
numbers. A man who paid £500 in rates
would not be allowed, under the amend-
ment, to have any more votes than the
man who paid only a few pounds a year.
Municipal voting was entirely a guestion
of property, becanse those who held the
property had to “pay the piper,” and
they ought to have representation in
proportion to the rates they had to pay.

Mr. SOLOMON szaid the clause at first
sight might seem to be inequitable, but as
the tenant who paid rates-for a large pro-
perty would have plural votes to the
same extent as if his landlord paid the
rates, the one would balance the other.
Therefore he would not oppose the clause.

Amendment put and negatived, and
the clause agreed to.

Clause 39—RElectoral list, how made
up
Mr. JAMES said that, in the case of
premises occupied in portiona by several
tenants, and not occupied in common, as
in the case of a group of offices, if such
premises must be rated as a whole, pro-
vision should be made as to who should
exercise the vote or votes for the whole
premiges. In premises rated at £100
per anbwm there might be ten tenants,
and, unless otherwise provided, one tenant
might cxercise all the voting power,
whereas the tenants ought to he enabled
to vote separately according to their
respective shares of the rates. He there-
fore proposed to add at the end of the
clouse this provision :—* Where more
persons than one are the owners or occu-
piers of any rateable property, the names
of all such persons shall be bracketed
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together or otherwise distingmished.” He |
intended to propose, later, that any one
of such persons might vete for the pro-
perty.

Mr. ILLINGWOQORTH referred to the
case of clubs, and the exercise of their
voting power, and asked who was to vote
as representing the club property? In
Victoria, a scandal was once caused by
300 votes being given for the Melbourne
Club in a municipal election. In the
case of the Weld Clul, in Perth, he
asked who would vote for those premises
which were sometimes called the Chinese
Pagoda? The practice in Melbourne had
been to accept the first-named member of
. a firm as the person entitled to exercise
the vote for the property of the firm.

Amendment put and negatived, and
the clause ngrecd to.

Clauses 40 and 41 agreed to.

Clause 42—Persons omitted from, or
dissatisfied with, such lists may claim to
have their names inserted:

Mr. JAMES moved to strike out of
ling 4 the word “mayor,” and to insert
the words “clerk of the council” in lieu
thercof, as the person to whom claims
might be sent.

Tre ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
8. Burt) said this provision had been in |
operation more than twenty years, and he
had not heard of any difficulty in having |
elaims addressed to the mayor, nor any
grievance as to the claims not bein
attended to promptly. To alter this
clause would entail the consequent alter-
ingr of several of the schedules.

Mz. RANDELL pointed out that in
some small municipalities there was no .
clerk of the council to whom claims could .
be sent; therefore, the mayor was the
proper person.

Amendment put and negatived.

Me. SOLOMON moved to insert in
line 4 the words “or town clerk™ after
the word ‘ mayor.”

Amendment put and negatived, and
the clanse agreed to.

Clause 43:

Put and passed.

Clause 44—Council of every munici-
pality to hold a Court for revision of list:

Mer. RANDELL moved to insert, in
line 8, the words “or buildings” after
the word * building,” as the place for.
exhibiting the notice as to the holding ,
of a Court.
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Tae ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
8. Burt)} suggested a re-arrangement of
the words; and, the amendment having
been by leave withdrawn, he moved to
strike out of line 8 the words “some
conspicuous building,” and to insert in
lien thereof the words
conspicuous buildings.”

Amendment put and passed.

Me. JAMES proposed a further amend-
ment, and after some remarks as to the
form it should take, he moved that the
following words be added to the end of
the clause:—“And if at any such ad-
journed Court a quoruom as aforesaid be
not present within half an hour of the
time appointed for the holding thercof,
those then present shall form the Court.”

Mr. RANDELL opposed the umend-
ment as dangerous, because a few men
might, by pre-arrangement, constitute
the Court.

Tre ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
8. Burt) said he bad at first been disposed
to accept an amendment in this direction,
but he saw there was danger in this
amendment,

Amendment put and negatived.

Clause, as amended, agreed to.

Clauses 45 to 50, inclusive:

Put and passed.

Clause 51—Clerk to fur msh copies of
lists :

Mr. JAMES said the price to he
charged for a copy of the lists should not
be DLmited to 5s., because usually the
copies would not be printed but written,
because only a few were required; and
gs. might not be a sufficient price for
copying a lengthy electoral lList. He
moved that in Iine 4 all the words after
the word * same ” be struck out.

Amendinent put and passed, and the
clause as amended agreed to.

Clauses 52 and 53:

Put and passed.

Part IV. —Qualification of Councillors:

Mg. SOLOMON moved to amend the
heading of the part by striking out the
words ‘“ of councillors™ and inserting in
lieu thereof the words * for election,” so
as 1o read * qualification for election.”

Amendment agreed to, and the heading
amended accordingly.

Clause 54—Disqualifications for elec-
tion :

M=. JAMES moved to strike out of
. lines 2 and 3 the words “a female or” in

‘“one or more .
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order that women who paid rates should
not be disqualified for election to the office
of mayor, couacillor, or auditor, by reason
of sex. He said that as no ratepayer was
disqualified from voting by reason of
sex, and as males and females were thus
on equality as voters, they ought to
be on equulity ns candidates for election
to the representative positions of mayor
or councillors. © No reasonable distinction
conld be drawn between the right to vote
and the right to make laws. In every
colony after the lapse of a few years all
arbitrary qualifications had beenabolished,
on the principle that if a man was good
enough to vote, he was good cnough to
be himself elected or to offer himself
for clection. This amendment had heen
adopted at the Municipal Conference lately
held in Perth, and that decision was
entitled to respect, as most of the dele-
gates attending the conference were elderly
men. In London there were lady members
of schiool boards, and surely there were
lady ratepayers in this colony who had
ability enough to sit as elected members
of municipal councils,  As to the wording
of this clause, he pever knew a nore
insulting way of using the word “femule”
than as used in this clause in the colloca-
tion of the words ““a female or a person
of unsound mind.”

Mr. WOOD oppesed the amendment
on the ground that the admission of
women to mumicipal councils would be
bad for the councils and bad for the
women. The only lady mayoress in
Australasia was Mrs. Yates, of One-
hunga, New Zealand, and her style of
management had proved an unqualified
failure.

Mr. JAMES protested against that
statement, and said the real explanation
was that Mrs. Yates had been treated
with ridienle, and not allowed fair play
by persons who were opposed to liberal
principles.

Mzr. SOLOMON opposed the amend-
ment on the ground that the qualification
for women to be elected as mayors or
councillors had not been asked for by
women.

M=e. LEAKE objected to the election
of women in municipal couneils, there
heing enough *“old women ” there at pre-
sent. He had too much respect for
females to desire to see them reduced to
the dead level of a municipal or political
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agitator. Women had not demanded this
change, and it should not be forced on
them,

Mr. LEFROY said that questions of
delicacy relating to sanitary duties could
not well be discussed in the presence of
women as councillors. He also objected
to the use of the word “female” in this
connection as degrading, and he preferred
the word © woman.”

Mr. RANDELL agreed in thinking
that the word “female” should be ex-
punged from the Bill as degrading. But
he favoured the wmendinent to the clause,
as he could not see any logical reason
why, if a woman was allowed to vote in
muunicipal elections, she shonld not equally
be allowed to sit in & council if the rate-
payers chose to elect her ¥ The distinetion
of sex should be removed from the clause.
Ag to the behaviour of women in such
positions, he knew of ome district in
America where a woman occupying the
position of mayor had been a signal
suceess in that capacity, in the opinion
of all except the local publicans. This
Assembly ought wnot to legislute for
axcluding women from the performunce
of municipal duties, if they desired.

Amendment put and negatived, and the
clause agreed to.

Clause 55—Qualification of councillors,
mayor and auditors :

Mg. JAMES moved to strike out all
words after the word “ aforesaid” in line
18, thereby eliminating the second pro-
viso, because he objected to Perth and
Fremantle being excluded from the opera-
tion of this clause. This distinction was
not a wise one, and the Conference had
desired that the proviso should be struck
out.

Amendment put and negatived, and
the clause agreed to.

Clause 56:

Put and passed.

Clause 57-~Time of election of mayor,
auditors and counciilors:

Mz, SOLOMON moved to insert in
line 8 the words “or places” after the
word “place,” in order to provide for
more than one polling place, such having
becomne necessary in the larger mumici-
palitics, so that voters should not be
rechuired to walk long distances to the
poll.

Mr. JAMES and Mr. RANDELI:
supported the amendment as desirable.
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Tae ATTORNEY GENERAT (Hon.
S. Burt) recognised that there was some-
thing in the amendment worthy of con-
sideration, bul said it was unfortunate
that so important a question had not been
raised earlier, instead of being proposed
suddenly. The Conference had not men-
tioned the question of providing for more
than one polling place in a municipality.
Still, the idea was a good one, and if the
clause were passed now as printed, he
would promise to consider, before the
third reading, how the amendinent could
be provided for in the several clauses
that would be affected by it.

Amendment put and negatived with a

view to the question being further con-

sidered, and the clause was agreed to.

Clauses 58 and 59:

Put and passed.

Clause 60.—Candidate for election to
give seven days’ notice thereof to the
returning officer :

Mr. RANDELL moved that the word
“clear ¥ be inserted after the word
*seven ” in line 4.

Amendment put and passed.

M=r. JAMES moved to insert the words
“hy delivering the same to the mayor, or
leaving it with the clerk of the council,”
after the word ¢ election ” in line 5.

Amendment put and passed.

Clause, as amended, agreed to.

Clause 61 : i

Put and passed.

Clauge 62—Manner of taking poll :

M=r. JAMES moved to strike out the
word “six,” and insert the word “ seven”
in lieu thereof, in line 2. He said the
ouly time available to working men for
voting was, as a rule, after 6 pan., when
the day’s work was finished, and for their
convenience the time of closing the poll
should be extended to 7 o'clock. To
close it at 6 o'clock would be unjust to
working men, whereas no injustice would
be done by Lkeeping the poll open until
7 o’clock.

Me. RANDELL said the extension of
time for voting .up to 7 o’clock would be
much appreciated by working men_in
Perth and other large towns, and there
would be no great bardship to the return-
ing officer and others concerned in having
to remain an hour longer,

Me. ILLINGWORTH said working
men should be allowed an opportunity of
voting after their day's work was done.
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Me. SOLOMON supported the amend-
ment.

Amendment put and passed, and the
clause, as amended, agreed to.

Clauses 63 to 68, inclusive, put and
passed.

Clause 69—DManner of voting by ballot:

Mr. JAMES moved, in reference to the
proviso, to strike out the words “ unable
to read” in line 12. He objected that,
by allowing the returning officer te mark
the ballot paper for a voter who professed
to be unable to read, it would ¢nable un.
scrupulous persons to defeat the secrecy
of the ballot, because a persen who was
interested 1n seeing how a voter's paper
was marked, and who wanted to exercise
undue influence over him, might conspire
with the voter to use the plea that he
was unable to read, and in that way the
manner in which he voted might be made
Iknown to & confederate witness.

Tee ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
S. Burt) said he thought the hon. member
would hLave accepted this new provision
in the Bill. The effect of the amendment
would be that a voter would not be allowed
to vote at all if he was unable to read or
write.

Amendment put.

Tae CHATIRMAN stated that, having
heard only one “aye” and one “no,” he
was unable to decide whether the com.-
mittee was in favour of the amendment
oragainstit. There was also the difficulty
that a division could not be called for
when only one voice was heard on one
side, and there was no provision in the
Standing Orders by which the question
in such case could be put again, nor had
he a casting vote in such case.

Mr. RANDELL, speaking as one who
had formerly occupied the position of
Chairman of Committees, said the usual
practice had been that, where the Chair-
man was uncertain as to the voices, he
put the question again.

Tue CHAIRMAN said the Standing
Orders did not give him power to do that,

Mr. BANDELL said that, in the
absence of any provision, the Chairman
might exercise his discretion.

M=r. LEAKE suggested that the diffi-
culty might be got over by moving that
the Chairman's ruling be disagreed to.

Mr. ILLINGWOQORTH thereupon
moved that the Chairman’s ruling be dis-
agreed to.
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Question—That the Chairman's ruling
be disagreed to—put and passed.

Tee SPEAKER resumed the Chair,
and the question of order which had
arisen in committee having been verbally
reported to him, his Honor said the reason
for referring the question fo him, as
Speaker, must be given in writing before
he could give a decision upon it. How-
ever, as he happened, in this instance, to
have been sitting in the Chamber when
the incident in committee occurred, the
Chairman might state the case verbally.

Tae CHATRMAN, having stated the
circumstance, said the question was
whether he could give a casting vote,
or put the question a second time.

Tur SPEAKER: There is no doubt
whatever that the Chairman can give a
casting vote only in a division in which
the numbers are equal. With reference
to the other point, if I had been in the
Chair at the time, and was uncertain
as to which side had the majority—aye
or no—1I should give it on the side which
I thought had given the greater number
of voices. I must say I think the fault
is entirely with hon. members for not
saying “aye” or “no” when the question
is put. If I had been in the Chair I
should have put the question again.

THE SpesrER then left the chair.

The Committee resumed.

Tus CHAIRMAN put the amendment
again.

A division was called for by Mr.
James and taken, with the following
result :—

Aves .. 10
Noes .. 10
A tie ... 0
AvEes. Nozs.
Mr. Burk Mr. Harper

Mr. Marmion
Mr. Paterson

Sir John Forrest
Mr, Nllingworth

Mr. James Mr. Randell

Mr. Keep Mr. R. F. Sholl
Mr. Lefroy Mr. Simpson

Mr. Monger Mr. Solomon

Mr. H. W. Sholl Sir J. G. Lee Steere
Mr. Wood M™r. Venn

Mr. Leake (Teller). Mr. Loton (Teller).

Tee CHAIRMAN gave his casting
vote for the amendment, on the ground
that, by voting to maintain the present
law, and therefore against the new
proviso in the Bill, an opportunity would
be given for further considering the ques-
tion. He declared the amendment carried.

Clause, as amended, agreed to.

[ASSEMBLY.)
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Clauses 70 and 71:

Put and passed.

Clause 72.—Voting by proxy in certain
cages :

Mer. JAMES moved that the words
“more than twenty miles distant from
the place of such election,” in line 3, be
stiuck out, and that the words “outside
the limits of the municipality” he
inserted in lieu thereof. He said the
power of voting by proxy really gave to
the voter the mght of inserting in the
paper the name of the candidate in whose
favour he voted. That had led to abuse,
and a better plan would be to provide
that the voter might fill up his paper in
the presence of an attesting jnstice of the
peace, and the paper should then Dbe
posted directly to the returning officer at
the polling booth. If proxy voting was
to be allowed, it should beegqually allowed
to any person who happened to be outside
the limits of the particular municipality
on the day of election, without regard to
the number of miles distant, and that
would De the effect of his amendment.

Mr. BSCLOMON said the amendment
would enable any person at Rottnest, for
instance, to vote in an election geing on
at Perth or Fremantle.

Tae ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
S. Burt) said the provision in the Bill
was the same as in the present law, and
had existgd many years. The principle
was that the elector must himself perform
the act of voting by delivering the proxy
paper. Proxy voting was an excrescence
which had grown on the system of polling.
In the Parliamentary Electoral Act the
gystem of proxy voting did not work at
all well; but the system in this clause
was better.

Mr. R. F. SHOLL would prefer the
twenty miles limit to be retained, but
that, in addition, any voter being absent
and in another municipality on the day
of election might send his proxy vote.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.,

Mr. JAMES, upon the suggestion
made, further moved to insert the words
*“or inside the limits of another munid-
pality ”” after the word * election,” in line
3. He said that would leave the twenty
miles limit in the c¢lause, and also allow
electors to vote when at a distance and in
another municipality.

Mr. LEAXE would prefer to see the
proxy voting abolished, as it tended to
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destroy the secrecy of the hallot. Hewas

{23 Avovust, 18941

Leave of Absence. 3138

“made to confirm an expenditure of

told that in some places proxy votes were @ * £28,485 13s. 3d. for the half-year ending

canvassed for, and one person had assured
him he had municipal proxy forms a year
or two old.

Mr. RANDELL objected that this
amendment would operate in favour of
persons residing in towns, but against
those residing outside of town areas and
less than twenty miles distant. He would
prefer the first form of amendment, and
regretted it had been withdrawn. The
question should be further considered,
and he therefore moved that progress be
reported.

Question —That progress be reported —
put and passed.

Progress reported, and leave given to
sit again.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at 10-20 o'clock,
pam.

Learslatibe Fssembly,
Thursday, 28vrd August, 1894,

Esxcess Bill, 1893; Message from the Governor—Re-
introduction of the Imported Labour Registry Act
Amendment Bill —-Siornge of Dynamite, &c., ot
Fremantle, and Submarine Blasting — Leave of
Absenee (Mir. A, Forrest) — Closure of Stirling
ptreet (Fremantle) Bill: st reading — Bankers’
Books Evidence Bill : Legislative Council's Amend-
ment —Municipal Institutions Bill: further con.
gidered in committee—Adjournment.

Tur SPEAKER tock the Chair at
730 pm.

PrAYERS.

EXCESS BILL, 1593.
The following Message was received
from His Excellency the Governor:—
“The Governor recommends te the
« Legislative Assembly that provision be

*¢ 30th June, 1893, beyond the authorised
“votes for that year.
“ Government House,
‘“ Perth, 23rd August, 1894.”

RE-INTRODUCTION OF IAMPORTED
LABOUR REGISTRY BILL.

Mr. MONGER, in accordance with
notice, asked the Premicr whether it was
the intention of the Government to re-
introduce the Imported Labour Registry
Act Amendment Bill, which was passed
by this House last session, but negatived
in another place ?

Tue PREMIER (Hon. 8ir J. Forrest)
replied that the Government hoped to re-
introduce the Bill with some amend-
ments. .

STORAGE OF EXPLOSIVES AT
FREMANTLE,

Mr. SOLOMON, in accordance with
notice, asked the Premier (1.) Whether
the Government were aware that about
10 tons of dynamite, a large quantity of
detouators, and about 10 tous gunpowder
were stored in the Fremantle magazine
and old morgue; and were they also
aware that blasting was being done at
the river bar, only a few hundred yards
distant, and that the concussions were
felt, and cansed buildings in various
parts of the town to vibrate considerably ¥
(2.) Did the Government consider it safe
to continue the work of submarine blast-
ing on the river while there was such a
quantity of dynamite and other explosives
stored within so short a distance ?

Tae PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
replied: (1.) The Government is aware
that there is a quantity of dynamite, &e.,
stored at the magazine and old morgue.
(z.) The Government is advised that it
is quite safe to continue the submarine
blasting on the river bar, but the Govern-
ment intend, at the earliest moment, to
have all dangerous goods stored at or near
to Owen’s Anchorage Jetty.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On the motion of Sir J. ForrEest,
leave of absence was granted for one week
to the hon. member for West Kimberley
(Mr. A. Forrest).



